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08:30 - 09:00 Registration & Coffee

09:00 - 09:15 OFFICIAL WELCOME  Claude Alain Staub

 CULTURAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

 ORGANISATION AND AIM OF THE MEETING  

09:15 - 09:30 WELCOME FROM THE HOST  Caroline Bichet-Anthamatten

 SWISS-AUSTRALIAN RELATIONS –   
 UPDATE AND PRIORITIES

09:30 - 9:45 SWISS-NEW ZEALAND RELATIONS –  Viktor Vavricka  
 UPDATE AND PRIORITIES

09:45 - 9:55 Questions & Answers ALL

9:55 - 10:15 LATEST NEWS FROM THE OSA Fillipo Lombardi (Zoom) 
   Carmen Trochsler

10:15 - 10:30 Coffee Break

10:30 - 11:00 LATEST NEWS FROM THE FDFA IN BERN Laurent Perriard 
 NEW APP FOR THE SWISS ABROAD

11:00 - 11:10 Questions & Answers ALL

11:10 - 11:30 CONSULATE UPDATE Cornelia Camenzind
 A SHORT INTRODUCTION

11:30 - 11:50 EMBASSY’S CHRISIS MANAGEMENT AND  Viktor Vavricka  
 RESPONSE TO NATURAL DISASTERS

 POLITICAL RIGHTS FOR SWISS ABROAD

11:50 - 12:00 Questions & Answers ALL

12:00 - 12:20 SUPERANNUATION Peter Ehrler

 THE NEW ZEALAND PENSION SYSTEM

12:20 - 12:30 Questions & Answers ALL

12:30 - 14:00 Lunch Break 
 Group Photo to be taken during this time

MORNING

Agenda:
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RI Melb – Final

“Communication – Collaboration – Innovation” 
4th Oceania Swiss Club Presidents’ Conference – Canberra, Australia

14:00 - 14:20 THE SAA: AIMS AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS Claude Alain Staub

14:20 - 14:30 The SAA: UPDATE ON THE INSURANCE OFFER Martin Scarpino

14:30 - 14:40 Questions & Answers ALL

14:40 - 14:55 AUSTRALIA-WIDE SWISS CARE NETWORK  Katja Wallimann Gates 
   Regula Scheidegger

14:55 - 15:10 Coffee Break

15:10 - 15:25 E-LIBRARY OF SWISS MIGRANT BIOGRAPHIES &  Beat Knoblauch
 DIGITAL MUSEUM OF THE SWISS ABROAD Carmen Trochsler

15:25 - 15:40 SAA WEBSITE / SWISS REVIEW Roland Isler

15:40 - 16:25 OPEN FORUM:  Club Presidents  
 Communication – Collaboration – Innovation 

16:25 - 16:45 Various, open discussion  ALL

16:45 - 17:00 Summary & Conclusion Claude Alain Staub  
 Next Meeting

19:00 Following the conclusion of the meeting, participants can relocate to their   
 hotel to refresh and reconvene at the Embassy for dinner.

 During dinner there will be an opportunity to farewell retired Consul General, 
 Bernadette Hunkeler Brown.

AFTERNOON

EVENING

“The mission of the CSA Oceania  
is to represent the Swiss Community  
in Oceania, and to support and  
defend their interests as  
Swiss citizens living abroad.”

Organisation of the Swiss Abroad (OSA)

s w i s s a l l i a n c e a u s t r a l i a . o r g

s w i s s c o m m u n i t y . o r g / e n

saa

On the occasion of the 100th 
anniversary of the Organisation of the 
Swiss Abroad in 2016, the meeting of 
the Council of the Swiss Abroad was 
held in the National Council chamber 
at the Federal Palace in Bern

Agenda:
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OFFICIAL WELCOME – Claude Alain Staub officially welcomes all attendees

CULTURAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

ORGANISATION AND AIM OF THE MEETING

Welcome to Country and Acknowledgment of the custodian people Ngunnawal people

Claude thanks the Ambassador Bichet-Anthamatten, the distinguished guests Laurent Perriard, 
Bern, Ambassador Vavricka from NZ and others from NZ, Filippo Lombardi via zoom, the Consul 
General Cornelia Camenzind, and mentions that former Consul General, Bernadette Hunkeler will 
join us for dinner which will provide an opportunity to say good goodbye to her and her husband 
Nigel. Further, Claude thanks the CSA delegates who shared the vision to set up the umbrella 
organisation, particularly Beat Knoblauch, (the Godfather of the SAA), he thanks the Swiss Club 
leaders, volunteers, founding members in particular Regula Scheidegger of SCCS who provided 
the finances to help the SAA get off the ground.

There is a cultural shift with aging generations, lack of interest of younger Swiss to become 
members, which provides a challenge that needs to be addressed. There are more second and 
third generation Swiss and this requires increased collaboration and innovation for all existing 
Swiss clubs. This is the aim of today’s conference.

The meeting is officially opened.

WELCOME FROM THE HOST – Caroline Bichet-Anthamatten, Ambassador of Switzerland, 
Kiribati, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu

SWISS-AUSTRALIAN RELATIONS – UPDATE AND PRIORITIES

Caroline Bichet-Anthamatten thanks the clubs for their fantastic job. Reasons to be proud. Over 
26,000 Swiss in Australian, which is the third largest Swiss community outside of Europe. Many 
things keep us together through culture, finance, trade, values, democracy.

61 years ago, Friederich Gigax started the Consulate, and the diamond jubilee of 60 years 
of relationship between Australia and Switzerland was celebrated last year. E.g.many Swiss 
winemakers came to Victoria, some to QLD, Henry Tardent translated he Swiss constitution into 
English and many points inspired the Australian Constitution, e.g. the referendum to change the 
constitution; the Merz scholarship, an agreement between Swiss and Australian universities, Swiss 
students don’t require a visa to come to Australia, young Swiss now have access to a working 
holiday programme.

Fondation Opal, in the Valais is the second largest display of Indigenous art outside of Australia, 
after the one in the USA. 

In the field of trade, 250 Swiss companies are working in Australia, with Switzerland being the 
11th largest investor in Australia. 

The re-opening of the Australia embassy in Bern which had closed in 1992 is also taking place now 
with the official reopening on 9 December with trade minister Don Farrell. This will further deepen 
our collaboration. 
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SWISS-NEW ZEALAND RELATIONS – Viktor Vavricka, Ambassador of Switzerland to NZ and 
Pacific States.

UPDATE AND PRIORITIES

Viktor has been the new ambassador for five weeks. His parents moved to Switzerland from 
Czechia in 1968. He is a lawyer by training, and often worked as a diplomat with Caroline and 
Emmanuel (her husband) in Bern. He worked in Ottawa, Canada where there is a large Swiss 
community. Returning to Bern, then to Riyadh, Bangkok, as Deputy in Berlin, then in Ramallah, 
Palestine, and is now in New Zealand, where one values to live in a stable environment where 
democracy and human rights are respected. This must be cherished.

Bilateral relations between Switzerland and New Zealand are good but not very intense. 
Switzerland is the 13th import to NZ and seven thousand Swiss residents are registered. 

Number one priority is to work towards the conclusion of the Social Security agreement, NZ 
foreign policy is politically important, concretely around Chinese influence and policies regarding 
NZ; NZ has a free trade agreement with China, just like Switzerland. Multi-lateral cooperation 
is important, i.e. between likeminded countries, most issues happen between the USA and 
Switzerland, but NZ must be kept in the loop.

Another priority is to find ways to activate young Swiss, working holidays are not on NZ’s agenda 
yet, but it would be good to speak to the authorities in NZ about this.

Regarding the economy, bilateral relations are very important, ABB and Roche are celebrating 
their 50th anniversary in NZ and Bern is interested in better relations. 

The Pacific Islands are not a priority in Bern, so developing something to back them up with funds 
is a challenge.

As there are seven thousand Swiss residents, the embassy reopened in2002 and it is intended to 
stay open. 

Priorities for 2023, 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations in 2023, Ignazio Cassis once said he 
wants to market this as a celebration of countries with the same values. 

Women’s football world cup, there will be three matches in Dunedin on 30 July and 1 August. 

Security and safety are always on the agenda, especially earthquake safety. He mentions being 
grateful for the overall stability we live in, however how fragile to the exposure to the natural 
forces we are. As an embassy to have foresight of what could be coming is needed. Our role is to 
support and protect all Swiss interests.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q: We have not heard much about the Pacific Islands.

A: Australia covers five islands, NZ the other islands, and one ambassador in Manila for the 
rest. Emmanuel Bichet is ambassador for some of the Pacific Islands, the Pacific is especially 
important from a geopolitical point of view, with the USA/China fight in the region, e.g. Solomon 
Islands. Switzerland being neutral is not part of this and provides the opportunity to assist with 
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multi-lateral discussions, offering islands to open offices in Geneva, also for support regarding 
climate change, human rights etc. Uni QLD has a project to develop low emission concrete to the 
Islands, Switzerland ranks number one in the innovation index re climate; Vanuatu agreement, 
Paris agreement art. 6.2, to bring technology to the Islands for clean energy and reduction of CO2 
emission. There are many more such examples.

Regarding voting rights in the UN, countries have their voices heard, establish diplomatic 
relations, with every other country in the world we have diplomatic relations. Also improve 
Chinese relations, yet without a current strategy, same as the ASEAN countries, but the pacific 
countries have been forgotten, our task is to raise awareness of these countries, Tuvalu e.g. has 
asked for assistance.

Q: Are there any scholarships offered in NZ?
A: Academic scholarships are available, but there have been no applications. 

General discussion that this is perhaps because there is no knowledge about them. Scholarships 
also apply to the Islands; people do not know about these.

Caroline: next year a website will be updated to make these more known. Twitter and Facebook 
and Unis are informed about scholarships, lots of interest, but no one from the Pacific Islands 
ever apply. Two biggest unis are in Fiji, perhaps have a look at them. Peter Ehrler has good 
connections.

LATEST NEWS FROM THE OSA – Filippo Lombardi (via Zoom) & Carmen Trochsler

As president of the Organisation of the Swiss Abroad (OSA), Filippo sends greetings to all on 
behalf of the team in Bern and apologies for not being in Canberra but says he will be here next 
time. (Great news from the ice hockey arena: we defeated Kloten 6:2!)

Filippo was elected as new president of four years in August 2021. It was a huge pleasure for him 
to meet everyone in August 2022 at the congress of the Swiss Abroad in Lugano, taking place 
again after three years. There is a community spirit where people can get to know each other 
again.

Basic issues of Swiss abroad are the democratic participation, the ongoing question about the 
AHV, bank accounts for Swiss abroad. These are the traditional items that are being worked on in 
parliament and on the board and with the council of the Swiss abroad.

Two priorities during this period are additional to the traditional ones; the first: more young 
Swiss abroad to join in our activities on global, clubs, national, regional levels. And the second: 
communication. There is a platform available, but this is not enough. The board will discuss 
this with the Minister of Swiss Affairs. OSA will have seminars in several countries. First in Italy, 
Germany and France and then more around the world. This is surely of interest to the Swiss 
communities in Australia, and Oceania. Willingness to bring additional instruments and Switzerland 
will discuss with OSA concrete proposals to bring new access possibilities for communications.

He thanks everyone and apologises again for not being here in person and that Carmen, who is a 
member of the executive board of the OSA, will explain what they are doing.

Carmen Trochsler: mentions that it is a pleasure to represent the OSA, Filippo is former member of 
the Swiss Federal Parliament and is now the President of the OSA. 
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She complements Filippo’s message with a brief overview of the organisation, the communication 
channels and the results of a needs survey conducted earlier this year. Carmen as well, stresses 
the importance and benefits of collaboration between the different groups and institutions to 
meet the needs of the Swiss in the region. The online event on “Education in Switzerland” in 
October, which was organised by the OSA delegates & the SAA in collaboration with the Swiss 
Embassy and the support of the Swiss Consulate General and Swiss Clubs was very well received 
and a great example of such collaboration. 

She concludes that, in order to be of service to the Swiss, including the younger generation and 
those in regional areas, collaboration and communication is key and the OSA is grateful to have 
the SAA as an important partner and link.

Carmen asks if Filippo has anything to add and he confirms that Carmen has said only the truth. :)

➲ See Carmen’s presentation, Appendix page 17.

LATEST NEWS FROM THE FDFA IN BERN - Laurent Perriard 
Deputy Director of the Consular Directorate, FDFA

Fifty-five representatives work in Bern coordinating the policy of the Swiss abroad. Laurent is 
responsible for the Swiss abroad to be sure to talk about and make sure the interests of the Swiss 
abroad are taken into account.

Active for consular protection, digitalisation and international relations. 
He is meeting with interior and foreign affairs ministers in Australia. Discussed bilateral 
programmes, visa for engineers, scholarships, training, labour market, sure that consular matters 
and bilateral relations services are brought to the Swiss abroad. Also regarding the Pacific islands, 
even if NZ, Australia and Manila are in charge, there is a physical discussion with the Swiss. 
Productive discussions were held yesterday, and they plan to meet once a year.

Australia and NZ are important migration countries. We help them prepare for this with manuals 
on our website in twelve countries. The website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has been 
updated. Another topic is that many Swiss are retiring abroad. Twenty-three percent, or one in 
every six Swiss abroad is over sixty-five. Either people are already abroad, or they move abroad to 
retire. Again, all information is on the website. 

Swiss Review Notes from the Federal Palace. They also finance the Swiss Review.

New passport with extra page for the Fifth Switzerland. (All cantons and now an extra page for 
the 5th Switzerland.) A symbolic element, but even in Bern this idea that twelve per cent of Swiss 
live abroad and have their own page, is a positive change. A note that the current passport is still 
valid and does not need to be replaced with this new one until it expires. Passports in Australia 
must be made in Sydney, there is a mobile station that travels around the country; there is one 
station in Wellington and one in Sydney.

Elections will be held in 2023. There is a new centralised website (www.ch.ch/en/) where 
information for the Swiss abroad site is now available. 

E-voting which was discontinued in 2019 will be available again. This is a new system which was 
redeveloped and retried. Three cantons, Thurgau, Basel Stadt and St Gallen will try this out. Next 
vote in June 2023. E-voting replaces putting the votes in an envelope and posting these. However, 
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the information and the actual ballot cards will still be sent by post. Therefore, e-voting is only one 
way. If the envelopes arrive too late, it is still not possible to vote. But they are working on this.

➲ See Laurent’s presentation, Appendix page 19.

NEW APP FOR THE SWISS ABROAD: SwissInTouch is the new app for the Swiss abroad. Uzbekistan 
and Nauru are the only countries without Swiss nationals, every other country in the world has 
Swiss nationals. The app will go live on Thursday, 24 November if possible. It is a webapp, i.e. not 
available on google play or in the apple store; you must get it through the ch.ch website. 

What can it do? Communication primarily, social media, review apps, post information, video, 
images, articles. Bern uploads information that they think is important for Swiss Abroad.

Information is also available for those before they emigrate, about births, deaths, divorce etc. It 
is directly linked to the country you live in. Make sure you include in the profile when you register 
where you physically are to receive the relevant information from your country. You can choose up 
to five countries from which to get the information. 

➲ See Laurent’s presentation, Appendix page 20.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q: Are there any other apps??

A: Yes traveladmin.ch in app stores (www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/representations-and-
travel-advice/travel-advice/travel-admin-app.html). This is an app for traveling, advising of 
problems, catastrophes, earthquakes etc. During covid we used this app to find the Swiss 
travelling and could repatriate 23,000 people. You can also check for example, the countries not 
to go to.

Q: Regarding the elections in 2024; we usually have problems getting information regarding the 
Ständerat, we receive a ballot paper but without names. Are there any changes envisaged?

A: This is a cantonal matter, you can find the information on the website, but you must know who 
the candidates are. Sending more paper around the world does not make sense. I will talk to the 
Federal Chancellery on how this could best be relayed to the Swiss abroad.

Q: Will you not help up us in strange countries if the Australians should?

A: We will always help you, but you may have to pay. If it is too dangerous for our people to help 
you, we will not help you. However, in cases of dual nationality the country of the predominant 
nationality will help you. If you are binational, often we cannot help you. Swiss Abroad Act. Refer 
to it for the legal framework. Personal responsibility is required – information is on the website.

Q: Regarding consular assistance, does it matter with which passport you travel? 
A: It depends. What kind of registration at the border, e.g. a lady was recently imprisoned in 
Belarus, she is Swiss/Belarusian and went to rally against Lukashenko. Switzerland had to act 
because of political pressure.
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CONSULATE UPDATE & SHORT INTRODUCTION – Cornelia Camenzind, Consul-General of 
Switzerland, Sydney

Cornelia expresses thanks for the opportunity to meet everyone. She introduces herself, saying 
that she has been working for the foreign ministry for thirty-four years, thirty of which abroad. 
She also thanks Bernadette Hunkeler Brown for leaving behind a well-oiled consulate.

Cornelia provides general information on the duties of the consulate in Sydney. 
Registrations, births, marriages, divorce, deaths. Passports, and the introduction of the mobile 
passport stations, hoping to do two annual rotations to service all states in two years. 
The FDFA has an online desk to request information online. Many forms are available on the 
consulate’s website:www.eda.admin.ch/sydney. 

The Swiss clubs are also listed on the website. Should the information not be current, to please 
contact the consulate. The last update was in March 2022.

Regarding natural and other disasters, 80% of the Swiss are dual nationals. The Consulate will 
always help although Australia will help first. 

All services regarding visas are also offered.

The entire crew at the consulate is new. Andrea Koeppel can be contacted to answer any 
questions that are not covered on the website.

There are honorary consuls in all states. These should be the first point of contact e.g. accidents, 
or for networking and connecting to the right people. These honorary consuls are:

• Northern Territory (Darwin) – Sonia Paspaley
• Queensland (Brisbane) – Daniel Gschwind
• South Australia (Adelaide) – Patrick Wille
• Tasmania (Hobart) – Prof. Dr. Margaret Otlowski
• Victoria (Melbourne) – Manuela Erb 
• Western Australia (Perth) – Marc Montandon

Cornelia provides an overview of further items the consulate is involved with:
 
• Business communities deepening their relationships which are growing despite the distance
• Trade and cultural exchange
• Working with Swisscham 
• Education – how to study in Switzerland
• Culture and arts, bringing the Swiss culture closer to Australia, Pro Helvetia supports cultural 
 issues from both countries
• Switzerland Tourism have their office in the same building as the consulate; they provide  
 services to connect to local travel agencies to promote Switzerland. 

Find all information on the website eda.admin.ch/Sydney.
And as a final word, Cornelia thanks everyone for their interaction. The Consulate is here to serve 
the Swiss in Australia. They look forward to staying in touch.
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EMBASSY’S CRISIS MANAGEMENT AND RESPONSE TO NATURAL DISASTERS – Viktor Vavricka

Viktor provides a few statistics from New Zealand. 
There are not only earthquakes in New Zealand, floods are actually worse, but earthquakes are 
high on the agenda. The Geonet app must be downloaded. There are three earthquakes every two 
days!

1855 – 8.3 on the Richter scale, worst earthquake recorded. Tsunami with 11m high waves
1931 – 7.8 on the Richter scale with 250 deaths
2011 – 6.3 on the Richter scale with 185 deaths in Christchurch 
2016 – there were two victims
2019 – volcanic eruption on White Island where 22 people died

Due to Covid, there were two thousand deaths in New Zealand with a repatriation of Swiss 
tourists in 2020. Honorary consuls are particularly important in these situations, next year a 
conference is planned with them. The Embassy must be prepared on all levels at all times. 
Adrian (Honorary Consul in Wellington) received a crisis management role which was applied 
during the Covid repatriation. 

POLITICAL RIGHTS FOR SWISS ABROAD

E-voting – will eventually be implemented. That the receipt of voting material has many hiccups 
is known in Switzerland who is working on the dispatch issues, tests are ongoing, and being 
discussed in parliament. In February 2023, a report will be submitted regarding these tests and 
will provide conclusions and how to move forward.

The Embassy’s role is also to promote political education among the Swiss community. 
Information channels are available, e.g. www.ch.ch/en & www.swissinfo.ch/eng, as well as fact 
sheets. It is important to ensure that the information is there to enable political rights. 

Members are welcome to come to the embassy with ideas on how to promote political education.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q: I vote from Zurich which is always late. Why are some cantons earlier than others?

A: In the federal elections, it is a logistical problem due to time when the ballots are printed and 
the time they are sent out. Legislation, it is allowed for the cantons to send the envelope only 
one week before sending it to the canton. It’s not legal to send the papers earlier than one week 
before.

It is no longer possible to choose in which canton one can vote.

Q: Is there a time when you have to register a child to become Swiss nationality?

A: if you’re born to a Swiss parent, you are automatically a Swiss citizen. They register the birth at 
the home. Information regarding naturalisation: it takes between eleven and twenty-four months 
depending on the process in the cantons. You must be registered to register your child as Swiss. 
If you are not registered, it is pretty simple up to the age of eighteen, otherwise it is a procedure 
that goes through Swiss authorities. The Consulate knows more details.
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SUPERANNUATION & THE NEW ZEALAND PENSION SYSTEM – Peter Ehrler, CSA NZ

Peter knows they are always complaining about the AHV in New Zealand. He says they did not 
achieve what they had wanted, but it was noted in Switzerland. 

SUMMARY OF WHAT HAPPENS IN NZ: NZ is one of five countries that has a superannuation 
system without contributing anything. The only conditions are you had to be in NZ at least for 
10 years, this has now changed to 20 years. If you receive a NZ pension, you cannot receive 
any other pension. Some are entitled to a pension from overseas, but this is deducted off you 
superannuation.
 
If you receive a Swiss pension in NZ, you do not receive a NZ pension, even if you have been there 
for 30 years and have paid taxes. So if you receive Swiss pension, you would not apply for the NZ 
pension.

Peter hopes that NZ will achieve a social security agreement with the Swiss.

NZ needs to know any increase in pension every two years to adjust to the economy so they 
can deduct this. NZ citizens could write to Switzerland, asking to split it up into compulsory and 
voluntary contributions. Peter hopes that during Viktor’s term changes could be made in this 
regard. He confirms that the Ambassador will have this help from the Swiss community.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

Q: Is pension the same for everyone.
AL: Yes, everyone gets the same when they turn sixty-five.

Q: If someone is from any other nationality, does it apply to them?
A: Yes about 50 countries are affected, however, e.g. the USA no longer send pensions to NZ 
residents.

Viktor suggests a new agreement with the EU and NZ, might be able resolve something? Brussels 
says, it’s the countries’ problem not their problem.

THE SAA: AIMS AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS – Claude Alain Staub, SAA President

The whole is greater than the sum of its parts – Aristotle

Why an Umbrella Organisation?

SAA is not just an agency, it is run by the clubs for the clubs. All have equal votes. Composition of 
the committee are the clubs, elections for the SAA are coming up shortly. CSA delegates no voting 
rights.

SAA Constitution identifies fifteen aims and objectives – four key performance indicators 
operating from 2023

➲ See Claude’s presentation, Appendix page 22.
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The SAA: UPDATE ON THE INSURANCE OFFER – Martin Scarpino, SAA Treasurer

Could the insurance be an incentive to join the SAA?

Make sure your club is incorporated otherwise if something happens, the individuals of the group 
would be liable themselves. The people who come to the event as well as the members are 
protected.

So far, the SAA has saved approx. $10,000 for the members by not having to have their own 
insurance.

Apart from insurance, the SAA also can offer a discounted subscription to the Tages Anzeiger and 
the possibility to open an OFX personal account to transfer funds to and from Switzerland. 

For more, go to the website: www.swissallianceaustralia.org.

➲ See Martin’s presentation, Appendix page 23.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

Q: Does AHV transfer to OFX in AUD or CHF? 
A: They can do it to the OFX account and you can send it to your own account whenever you like. 

Q: Cercle Romand are we covered at our Castle Hill stall?
A: Yes

Q: Can I still be a member of the SAA if I don’t want to be a member of the insurance?
A: No, you cannot be a member of the SAA if you don’t want the insurance.

AUSTRALIA-WIDE SWISS CARE NETWORK – Katja Wallimann Gates & Regula Scheidegger

The aim is to work together on the national network as a care society. The Swiss community 
care societies help the elderly, disabled, people affected by disasters, tourists, provide help with 
technology e.g. upload Covid certificates, apps etc. Information goes to the community to let them 
know when they need to contact the consulate.

Other things they do are carry out chores, provide transport to appointments, send out birthday 
cards and call people to make sure they are ok.

Katja and Regula ask that the Consulate provide them current information e.g. in case of a death 
of member etc.

Presentation food for thought on how to create a better network to help each other

Q: Are the people being helped covered by public liability?
A: All members are covered under public liability, but people who need help who are not members 
are not insured, we just care for them. If people do something on behalf of the care society, they 
are covered.

Laurent P: thanks everyone on behalf of Bern, that people are looking after themselves and that 
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this is how it should be. He has a budget in Bern and says that if there is a need for financial 
support to send a request. Also, there is information on the website about retiring abroad, and 
aging abroad and further sources of information being developed. 

➲ See Katja & Regula’s presentation, Appendix page 24.

E-LIBRARY OF SWISS MIGRANT BIOGRAPHIES – Beat Knoblauch

Beat begins saying he is talking about an idea and the need to look into the future.
In order to preserve the heritage of the Swiss in Australia this should somehow be put in order.
The idea is also based on his conviction that the value-added amount the Swiss abroad have done 
for Switzerland has never really been appreciated or established in a numeric way.

Some four years ago, a study was to be made, but was abandoned due to lack of funds. The 
impetus has to come from the Swiss abroad here. Some visitors from Australia saw the exhibition 
in the Landesmuseum in Schwyz “Die Schweiz anderswo” a few years ago, however, there was no 
mention of Oceania. Another impetus was that the Swiss don’t really know what the Swiss abroad 
do.

Re e-library, Beat asks who has digitalised their archives and only Victoria has done so so far. 

Beat mentions the project of a “Digital Museum of the Swiss Abroad”. Johann Roduit, a CSA 
delegate from Canada wants to promote this idea. He is looking for funding which is pending. 
Swiss collections which are all over the world could be documented. 

Beat also refers to the members Portrait Art project in Victoria, where members of the Swiss Club 
are captured. 

Help from the Swiss clubs needed and to remain conscious of the Swiss achievements and 
hardships.

➲ See Beat’s presentation, Appendix page 26.

SAA WEBSITE / SWISS REVIEW – Carmen Trochsler representing Roland Isler 

Carmen says a big thank-you to Roland for organising the meeting, all the goodies etc.

Roland is the editor of Oceania pages of the Swiss Review. The magazine has undergone a 
refresh. The design is new, and content has been rearranged, with the Swiss community section 
at the front, it is colour coded to distinguish between the different sections. Blue is the colour of 
the Regional News Oceania. 

Even though the magazine is provided free of charge, it is acknowledged that it is not for 
everyone. It seems the further people are away geographically from Switzerland the less they are 
interested in Swiss things.

Roland tries to find a balance of news, more of a mirror to what has happened between issues. 
Carmen relays that Roland thanks everyone for their contribution and to please think of the Swiss 
Review first if they hear of any news.

➲ See Roland’s presentation, Appendix page 28.
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Carmen presents the website of the SAA (www.swissallianceaustralia.org), and in particular 
explains the latest feature: the ‘Swiss Events in Australia’ calendar. Who is it for? It is for all Swiss 
associations, clubs, groups (big or small) or individuals in Australia, irrespective whether they are 
members of the SAA or not. They are welcome to post their non-commercial community events 
on this calendar free of charge. The aim is that it will become the ultimate go-to place for anyone 
that is interested to find out what the Swiss community in Australia is up to.

Another feature is the ‘Members Area’ – a login section where SAA member clubs and their 
members have acess to special services and benefits provided by the SAA. 

OPEN FORUM: Club Presidents

Othmar Hebler: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Cecile Scherrer – advises low-cost car rental for anyone visiting Switzerland: Heim car rental in 
Winterthur Marcel Heim Automiete, 180 CHF to rent for one week. https://guenstigautomieten.ch/
wp/

Rolf Huber: Swiss Festival Melbourne – Swiss Festival Inc.
Aim is to organise Swiss Festival with Swiss events. Held in 2022 after an extended period after 
Covid. All are volunteers, but are always looking for sponsorship, stall holders and entertainment.
Save the date around 18/19 November in Melbourne, Mornington Peninsula.

➲ See Rolf’s presentation, Appendix page 29.

COMMUNICATION – COLLABORATION – INNOVATION

Various, open discussion ALL

Katja talks about the museum tour tomorrow. (Roland has organised all this – thank you!)

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION – Claude Alain Staub

Claude thanks Lynn Stocker, Barbara Koeppel for taking the minutes, Martin Frutiger for the 
photography, Swiss Embassy, Canberra, especially Caroline Bichet-Anthamatten for hosting the 
conference.

The SAA AGM will take place 7 December 2022

Claude asks to contribute to the discussions and projects that will shape the future of tomorrow’s 
Swiss Clubs

Next Meeting: not discussed
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Organisation
of the Swiss 
Abroad 
(OSA)

Swiss Club Presidents Conference

Embassy of Switzerland | Canberra

18 November 2022

Collaboration

• Renewal of Service Agreement 
with Department of Foreign 
Affairs

• Renewal of cooperation between 
OSA and swissinfo.ch

Facts about OSA

• Founded 106 years ago 

• Head Office in Bern

• 650 Swiss Associations 

• Agreement with Department of 
Foreign Affairs

• Collaboration with public and 
private partner organisations

Federal Elections 
Manifesto

1. enabling the exercise of political rights from abroad

2. promoting the development of e-government

3. ensuring the free movement of persons

4. removing obstacles to mobility in connection with social insurance

5. ensuring the maintenance of a consular network that meets the needs of Swiss citizens 
abroad

6. ensuring the development of high-quality and independent information for the Swiss 
abroad

7. ensuring the provision of the necessary financial resources to maintain services for young 
Swiss abroad and to develop Swiss schools abroad

Structure

Political demands 

• Clear strategy on free movement of persons EU/Switzerland

• Support of introduction of E-ID, with benefits for:
• Voting

• Banking services

• Dealing with authorities in Switzerland

Congress in Lugano

• E-Identity

• Relationships with EU

• Democracy & Political rights

• Social insurances

• Banking Services

Meeting report on 
www.swissallianceaustralia.org

Communication 
channels Oceania

• Clubs

• Direct contacts

• Social Media

• Newsletter 

• Website 

Appendix:

LATEST NEWS FROM THE OSA – Filippo Lombardi (via Zoom) & Carmen Trochsler
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Swiss in Oceania
-
Survey
Results
(2022)

Voting rights (papers arrive to late / language barrier for 
second generation)

Access to Swiss Bank (not possible / too expensive / 
requires physical presence to open account)

Swiss Old Age Pension / Retirement (information need / 
issue of deduction in NZ)

Return to Switzerland (Health Insurance / Covid / Visa for 
spouse)

Education/Studying/Apprenticeship/Youth Offers in 
Switzerland (information need)

Passport (information need / access to get one done)

Swiss Army / Research Collaboration / Tax Advice 

Language transmission / Connection with others

Info on Bank Services

• Cantonal Bank of Geneva

• Postfinance

• Zuercher Kantonalbank

àà no minimal deposit required for private 
bank account

Event on Education in 
Switzerland

• Online event on 18 October 2022

• Collaboration
• OSA Delegates

• Educationsuisse

• Swiss Embassy and Swiss Consulate General

• Over 230 registrations

• Recording and slides available

Challenges & Opportunities

• Reach Swiss in Oceania - in particular younger generations | Representivity

• Ensure regional inclusion (Communication, Events, Services)

• Collaboration with local representations & other actors linked to the Swiss 
Community

à Swiss Alliance Australia & Swiss Society of New Zealand as important
partner and link
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Latest news from the FDFA in Bern
Consular Directorate

Laurent Perriard, Deputy DG

LATEST NEWS FROM THE FDFA IN BERN - Laurent Perriard
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Discover Entdecken

Ratgeber

Kontakt

Profil

Profile Entdecken

Ratgeber

Kontakt

Profil

Guide Entdecken

Ratgeber

Kontakt

Profil

Logo

SwissInTouch

Contact Entdecken

Ratgeber

Kontakt

Profil
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Overview Kampagne
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Aims and Future 
Developments of the SAA

Presenter: Claude Alain Staub

Four key performance indicators

(A) Strengthen 
Swiss Community

(B) Development of 
Swiss Clubs

(C) Streamline Web 
Communications 

(D) Corporate 
partnerships 

Sub-Committee
Governance & 
Administration

Sub-Committee
Swiss Club 

Development

Sub-Committee
Marketing & 

Communications

Sub-Committee
Finance & Corporate 

Partnerships

CHAIR
Vacant

SAA Secretary

CHAIR
Claude Alain Staub

President

CHAIR
Roland Isler

Vice-President

CHAIR
Martin Scarpino

Treasurer 

Relationships with Bern
Quality, Risk & Compliance
Membership Services
Events – Pres Conference
Events – CSA elections

Resource – Presidents App
Governance support
Resource – Care Societies
Resource – Arts Project
Resource – New Clubs

Coordinate – Web Content
Coordinate – Ev Calendar 
Coordinate – Publications

Finance Committee
Insurance project
Corporate partnerships

Constitution of the SAA

Why an umbrella organisation?

“The whole is greater than the sum of its parts.” Aristotle

THE SAA: AIMS AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS – Claude Alain Staub
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Public Liability Insurance  

Presenter: Martin Scarpino

Public Liability Insurance 
Contact Details 

In case of a specific Question or an Insurance claim, please contact, (without a delay)

Silvan Frei, General Insurance Brokers Australia, Suite 1105,109 Pitt Street, Sydney, NSW 2000

PO Box R1856, Royal Exchange, NSW, 1225, Australia

www.giba.com.au

Email Silvanf@giba.com.au and     accounts@swissallianceaustralia.org

For financial Transactions to benefit from hugely better exchange rates, especially for your transfer of 
our Swiss Pension funds SAA offers the OFX tool.

Please visit our Website www.swissallianceaustralia.org / benefits and follow the instructions how to 
set up this tool and how to use it.

Þ You will safe 100 and 1000 of Dollars in better Exchange rates compare with the big banks.
Þ If you need help to set it up, please send an email to accounts@swissallianceaustralia.org

Public Liability Insurance 
So what is our Insurance exactly?

• Policy Nr. CINE0017986ENTA

• Validity 1st July to 30th June 2023
• Cover Public Liability
• Sum Insured 20.000.000 AUD
• Excess 1.000 AUD for property claims only
• Location Australia WIDE
• Insurer SURA Film and Entertainment
• Exclusions Communicable Diseases and there is a limited Cyber Exclusion 
• Underwriter Lloyd’s

Public Liability Insurance 
What are the benefits for each member?

• All Members are covered

• Each Member has its own Risk Assessment and based on that => we have 

allocated the Insurance Premium

• In some instances, the premium for the club’s original premiums have been 

reduced by up to 75%

• SAA will negotiate and arrange cover

Public Liability Insurance 
What is not covered by this insurance?

Anything outside of “Public Liability”
=> Real Estate / Salaries / Theft /Vehicles / Travel from/to Venues etc.

IMPORTANT
Please note, any rulings from local councils and other service providers must be observed
(eg. No Jumping castle on 1st August event etc.)

Þ Subcontractors must have each their own Public Liability insurance => you must check.
Btw this was also the case with your own PL Insurance 
=> eg. Kindi farm, any commercial stall operators
=> Its also advised to have all appropriate licenses eg. for alcohol 
=> and Qualified 1st Aid person/s on site

The SAA: UPDATE ON THE INSURANCE OFFER – Martin Scarpino
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Australia-Wide Swiss Care 
Network?

Presenters: Katja Wallimann Gates & Regula Scheidegger

Widening the network?

• SAA President Claude Staub’s idea to strengthen network between existing 

benevolent clubs

• An Australian-wide Swiss care network could help cope with more and more 

natural disasters and ageing populations

• A network could help the Swiss clubs to become more relevant to all 

generations

Care, help and support existing 
Swiss Care Groups provide
• For elderly, disabled or disadvantaged Swiss

• For Swiss in urgent need

• During and after natural disasters

• For newly arrived Swiss, tourists and students

• Issues with new technology

• Issues with Swiss and Australian administration

Case study:
Swiss Community Care Society (SCCS), Rural Coordinators

Existing Care Network in NSW

SCCS has 11 Rural Coordinators. Areas of Rural Coordinators:

• Blue Mountains

• Bathurst

• Orange

• Wagga Wagga

• Central Coast

• Newcastle

• North Coast

• Coonabarabran

• Armidale

• Cobar

Names of Rural Coordinators published regularly:

• Swiss Review – Regional News Oceania

• Swiss Community News (NSW)

Attending representatives of 
benevolent Swiss clubs in Australia

Susan Brealey
Vice President
Swiss Society of Victoria

Rita von Rotz
Vice President
Swiss Community Care Society, 
QLD

Regula Scheidegger
President
Swiss Community Care Society, 
NSW

How could an Australian wide 
network help?
• Online teaching of volunteers

• Coaching with difficult or emotional cases

• Give legal advice to volunteers

• Tap into network of existing multicultural groups

• Help with or find existing funding

• Help with in areas where different generations could be better involved like 
– Mental health and migration (mental health first aid course)
– Connecting different generations (grandparents program, help with technology)

Other services existing Swiss 
Care Groups provide
• Functions

• Regular contacts like 

visits, birthday cards or 

calls

Case study

Existing local circles of Swiss people

Critical incidents reported to SCCS by Rural Coordinators

Contact between SCCS and Rural Coordinators:

• 2 emails per year

• Invitation to Volunteers Dinner

• Christmas mail (calendar and letter)

Response to publication of Rural Coordinator’s names

Conclusion: Importance of dialogue with Consulate

AUSTRALIA-WIDE SWISS CARE NETWORK – Katja Wallimann Gates & Regula Scheidegger
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Case study

Recommendation:

SCCS NSW

Swiss Yodel & Folklore
Group Bärg-Röseli

SWISS CLUB OF SA

SWISS CLUB OF WA

Swiss Social Club
Darwin

Swiss Folksdance
Group Alpegruess

SWISS CLUB OF NSW

SCCS QLD SWISS SOCIETY
OF VIC

… etc.!

Conclusions

• Existing benevolent Swiss clubs offer valuable contribution to Swiss 

community

• Coordination between them is already happening

• Other clubs encouraged to consider forming Swiss Care groups or (rural) 

coordinators

• SAA could support with spreading information online

(Enrica Brazzelli, created for the facebook group
Swiss Care QLD COVID-19 Community Support)

Q and A

Feedback from three existing 
benevolent clubs towards 
potential network
• Recommendations Regula Scheidegger

• No capacity due to financial and personnel reasons

• Regular online meetings already very beneficial

• Would be very supportive if other Swiss clubs needing help

Contact details of existing 
benevolent Swiss Clubs

Swiss Society of Victoria
W: swisssocietyvic.org/
E: admin@swisssocietyvic.org

Swiss Community Care Society, QLD
W: swissclubqld.org.au/swiss-community-care-society/
E: care@swissclubqld.org.au

Swiss Comunity Care Society, NSW
W: swissccs.org.au/
E: Swissccs@gmail.com
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E-Library to preserve Swiss 
History and Culture 

Beat Knoblauch  / Carmen Trochsler

SCV Members Portrait Art Project

• Arts project to capture 101 photographic portraits of the members of Swiss Club Victoria

• Objectives:

• learn more about each other’s stories, 

backgrounds, thoughts and ideas and thus 

engage and create a wider conversation

• Create Historical Documents

• Methodology:  Member brings one item that 

has a link to Switzerland or something that 

reflects their personality or interest.

Idea

E-library to preserve and make visible the Swiss History and Culture of 
Swiss Migrants in Australia.

• An online database of digital objects
• Including text, images, audio, video or other 

digital media formats
• As digitised content or originally produced 

digital content 
• As a means to organise, search, retrieve the 

above content

Digital Museum of the Swiss Abroad

Introduction

SCV Members Portrait Art Project

• Curation and Exhibition 

• Exhibition at the club in mid 2023 

• 3-D online gallery

• Magazine style publication for the 

members and, pending funding, 

the wider Swiss community

• Scalable across Australia pending 

funding

• Biographies published in some  Club 
Magazines

• A range of books 

• SCV Members Portrait Art Project

Swiss Alps to  
Antarctic Glaciers
The Journals of Dr Xavier Mertz  
Australasian Antarctic Expedition 1911-1914

Swiss Alps to Antarctic Glaciers

SW
ISS ALPS TO ANTARCTIC GLACIERS                            M

ERTZ

Edited by Anna Lucas

When Fate beckons the allure can be irresistible.
When Swiss ski champion and mountaineer Xavier 
Mertz answered the call to experience extreme 
adventure on Mawson’s Australasian Antarctic 
Expedition (1911–1914) he overcame many 
challenges. When his friend Belgrave Ninnis died 
unexpectedly on a sledging journey, the challenges 
resulting from that tragic event were insurmountable. 
Mertz struggled against the odds, but ultimately had 
no option but to surrender to his fate.
Mertz was a keen photographer and this annotated 
English version of his journals, originally written 
in German, is enhanced by photographs taken 
by him and other members of the expedition. 
A comprehensive introduction and informative 
concluding chapters tell the story of Mertz and the 
subsequent story of his journals, giving greater 
insight into the world of this accomplished and 
talented adventurer, and greater insight into his 
vibrant and complex personality.
The Mertz journals give us a first-hand account of a 
classic Antarctic story.

9 780992 562311 >

ISBN 978-0-9925623-1-1

SWISS ALPS TO ANTARCTIC GLACIERS

“This is a unique perspective from the only 
European voice in the expedition.”
— Mark Pharaoh, Mawson Centre, S.A. Museum

“The Mertz journals are the legacy of the first 
Swiss in Antarctica. A welcome addition to polar 
literature.”
— Marcel Stutz, Ambassador of Switzerland to Australia

Cover.indd   1 5/11/14   8:39 PM

Status Quo

Digital Museum of the Swiss Abroad

E-LIBRARY OF SWISS MIGRANT BIOGRAPHIES – Beat Knoblauch / Carfmen Trochsler
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Digital Museum of the Swiss Abroad

Next steps

• Create a comprehensive overview of what is already available and being done in this space in 
Australia with the help of the clubs and community 

• Find people interested and able to lead and contribute to the project (authors, academics with 
penchant for history, migration, writers with interests in biographies, IT specialists, students)

à Draft a project proposal (Background and goal of project, Timeline, Methods, Possible 
Partnerships, Funding)

à Call for expressions of interests, specifically for a Project Coordinator (Volunteer roles)

Digital Museum of the Swiss Abroad

We are looking for....

Project Coordinator (s), based in Australia

• For the creation of an E - Library of Swiss Migrants to Australia, eventually to 
all of Oceania

• For the coordination, cooperation with the Canadian Digital Museum of the 
Swiss Abroad, project

Interested and qualified Persons to make contact with the Swiss Alliance 
Australia | info@swissallianceaustralia.org
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A new look for the 
‘Swiss Review’

Presenter: Roland Isler

‘Colour Coding’

OSA & 
partners 
(blue 
pages)

‘Rearranged’

WORLD-WIDE

Electronic
Printed copies
Print readers

431,000

253,000
178,000
320,000

OCEANIA

Electronic
Printed copies
Print readers

22,000

13,700
8,300

15,000

‘Looking ahead’

‘A new look’

‘Colour Coding’

Regional News 
Oceania 
(blue pages 
with sold blue 
border)

Local Impressum
and publishing 
dates for the year

Permanent 
reference to the 
SSNZ and SAA

‘Colour Coding’

Federal 
Administration 
(beige pages)

‘Regional 
News 
Oceania’

SWISS REVIEW – Carmen Trochsler representing Roland Isler 
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SSWWIISSSS  FFEESSTTIIVVAALL  22002222

SSAAYY  CCHHEEEESSEE……  OORR  CCHHOOCCOOLLAATTEE!!

PPrriinntt  IInncclluussiioonnss

22002222

DDiiggiittaall//SSoocciiaall  IInncclluussiioonnss

SWISS FESTIVAL – Rolf Huber


